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Staff-to-staff technical briefing@the EPW 2021: 

Brussels, 22 February 2021, 11.00-12.30 

(parallel to the political groups meetings). 

Meeting room: Virtual. Registered participants will receive a Webex invitation 

DRAFT PROGRAMME 

11.00: Welcoming words 

Kajus Hagelstam and Wolfgang Lehofer, staff of EP/EGOV 

Bruno A. Dias Pinheiro, staff of Portuguese Parliament 

- Any update on any latest information regarding 2021 EPW 

11.10 - 11.40: Technical briefing by Commission services following its latest guidance to 
Member States on their preparations on Recovery and Resilience Plans 

Chaired by Maria Schinina, staff of Italian Parliament 

- Presentation by Eric von Breska, European Commission, SG (15 min) 

- Q&A (15 min) 

11.40 - 12.20: Parliaments involvement in the Recovery and Resilience Facility: state-of-
play 

Chaired by Alice Zoppè, staff of EP/EGOV  

- Presentations by: 

- Cristina Dias, staff of EP/EGOV - The role of the European Parliament (7 min) 

- Helmut Berger, budget office of Austrian Parliament - Scrutiny of the NRP in Austrian 
Parliament (7 min) 

- Melisso Boschi, Italian Senate, Research Service   - Scrutiny of the NRP in the Italian Senate 
(7 min) 

- Maria Ângela Dionísio - Portuguese Parliament, Scrutiny in PT Parliament (7 min) 

- Q&A (15 min) 

12.20 - 12.30 On-going and future work of the network  

Kajus Hagelstam and Wolfgang Lehofer, staff of EP/EGOV 

Bruno A. Dias Pinheiro, staff of Portuguese Parliament 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

Objectives:  

• Exchanging latest information on the COVID-19 Recovery and Resilience Facility including 

the roadmap within European Semester 2021;  

• Improving the understanding of the new European Semester cycle in the view of post-

COVID-19 Economic Recovery.  

  Knowledge sharing and exchange of best practices of Parliaments involvement in 

scrutinising the Recovery and Resilience Facility.  

• Strengthening the cooperation and building capacity, at the administrative l evel, among EU 

national Parliaments in the area of economic governance and 

Participants: Staff from national parliaments and European Parliament dealing with the 

Semester.   

Working language: English 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic caused unprecedented economic shock and substantially impacted 

short and long term economic and social developments in the European Union. All member 

states governments and the EU have pledged large-scale fiscal support to individuals and 

firms experiencing loss of income with the view to avoid mass layoffs. Additionally, the  

European Union Recovery Instrument sets a new paradigm on EU funding and establishing a 

too, the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) aiming to support recovery and make Europe 

more resilient.  

The European Semester 2021 roadmap has taken these developments into account and has 

changed to the previous Semester cycles. The focus will be on the Post-COVID-19 recovery 

implementation and the modernisation of the European Economy towards greening and 

digitalisation.  

This technical staff-to-staff briefing in the framework of the EPW 2021 is an opportunity to 

exchange information among colleagues, the Commission services, and other invited parties 

on the RRF/ European Semester implementation, notably on Parliamentary scrutiny 

involvement in this context. 

The role of Parliaments role in a crisis are more vital than ever to pass emergency laws, 

allocate resources and scrutinise government actions. This informal meeting is open to 

colleagues from European and National Parliaments dealing with economic aspects in context 

COVID-19 crisis. These webinar aims to provide an interactive platform for colleagues in 

sharing information and experiences on their parliamentary process. It provide an 

opportunity to share information on the major measures adopted to mitigate the economic, 

financial and social effects of the crisis and how parliament staff can best support 

parliamentarians in their work on short notice.  

 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R2094&qid=1610620065037&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2021:057:FULL&from=EN
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9291-2020-REV-2/en/pdf

